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STRATEGY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

MEMBER REPORT 

 
 

Strategy and Resources Committee  Agenda Item 10c 
20 April 2023 

 

NAME OF ORGANISATION/BODY Gloucestershire Economic Growth Scrutiny 
Committee 

DATE OF LAST MEETING ATTENDED 30 March 2023 
 

BRIEF REPORT: 
 

As usual, the meeting began with a brief update from the Chair of the Gloucestershire 
Economic Growth Committee (“GEGC”), Cllr Tony Dale, on that Committee’s recent 
work. There was some discussion on the upcoming transition of GEGC into the City 
Region Board, and specifically around the chairing of that new Board, with some 
differences of opinion as to how that should be managed and whether or not the county 
council should/could chair. It was confirmed that this Scrutiny committee will go on to 
scrutinise the work of the City Region Board once the transition has taken place. 
 
The remainder of the meeting, which was hosted at the offices of Cheltenham Borough 
Council, comprised an update on CBC SLT’s vision for economic growth in the 
Cheltenham area, and a specific update on the Golden Valley Development. Members 
had various questions on aspects of that development, including how it is expected to lift 
prosperity in the adjoining communities (examples were given of other developments that 
were being looked to for best practice on this), and overall the presentation was positively 
received. The Committee agreed to continue visiting district offices on rotation every 
other meeting, to hear and discuss the local vision for the economy. 
 
The Executive Director for Economy, Environment & Infrastructure’s report was taken as 
read but a wide range of detailed questions received in advance of the meeting were 
answered by officers or deferred for written response. Members were advised that 
discussions between county and the districts on the operation of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy across the county had taken a more positive turn since the last 
meeting, and good progress was being made in those districts where a mechanism to 
distribute CIL to infrastructure providers did not already exist. 
 
Meeting papers: 
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=731&MId=11204  
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 25 May 2023 
REPORT SUBMITTED BY Cllr Chloe Turner 
DATE 12 April 2023 
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https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/b22133/CBC%20SLT%20Vision%20for%20Economics%20Growth%20and%20Golden%20Valley%20Development%20Project%20Update%20Thursday%2030-Mar-20.pdf?T=9
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/b22133/CBC%20SLT%20Vision%20for%20Economics%20Growth%20and%20Golden%20Valley%20Development%20Project%20Update%20Thursday%2030-Mar-20.pdf?T=9
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=731&MId=11204
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STRATEGY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

MEMBER REPORT 

Strategy and Resources Committee Agenda Item 10d 
20 April 2023 

 

NAME OF ORGANISATION/BODY Cotswold Canals Connected Project Board 
DATE OF LAST MEETING ATTENDED 29 March 2023 (Project Board Meeting) 

BRIEF REPORT: 

A Canal Project Update was provided for the S&R Committee Meeting in February 2023 and 
this briefing follows the latest Project Partners’ Board Meeting, held on 29 March 2023.  
 

In the February update to S&R Committee, it was noted that: “The next NLHF review meeting 
is on 7th February 2023.  We have submitted a bid for a further grant of £2.3 million from the 
NLHF Covid Fund; this is anticipated to be considered at the NLHF March Board meeting.” It 
was agreed at the NLHF review meeting that we would defer the grant application until we had 
secured planning approval. 
 

Positive progress has been made on the planning application for ‘the missing mile’.  Flood 
modelling and all concerns raised by the Environment Agency have now been addressed. We 
are currently working on an updated Environmental Statement (incorporating Flood Risk 
Assessment) which will be re-circulated to the statutory consultees for comment and approval. 
As a result, we expect to secure approval from the statutory consultees in time for 
consideration by the Development Control Committee meeting on 12th September 2023.  
 

Volunteers from the Cotswold Canals Trust, Stroud Valleys Canal Company and Waterways 
Recovery Group continue to work on the restoration of the canal in Phase 1B. This work 
includes towpath maintenance and improvements, vegetation clearance, dredging and lock 
restoration. Volunteers from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and Stroud Valleys Project are 
continuing with the environmental projects. We expect to be start working on the Missing Mile 
section of the canal in March 2024 once planning approval has been secured. 
 

The Community Engagement team is building momentum and we have an action-packed set 
of events and activities lined up for the Canal Spring Festival on 13th & 14th May 2023. This 
event is being supported by Stonehouse Town Council, corporate sponsors, project partners, 
organisations and community groups.  
 

The main challenge for the project relates to increasing construction and engineering costs 
and project funding. The £1m additional funding agreed at the S&R Committee Meeting in 
November 2022 clearly demonstrates SDCs commitment to the successful delivery of the 
project. We are now working with the project partners to identify and secure the remaining 
funding required for the project. We will be in a position to pursue and secure the additional 
funding from National Highways and National Lottery once we have obtained planning 
approval. We are also working on an active plan to secure funding from Charitable Trusts, 
Foundations, Public Grants and private donations. We will keep the S&R Committee updated 
on progress. 
FUTURE MEETINGS 22 June 2023 
REPORT SUBMITTED BY Chris Mitford-Slade 
DATE 12 April 2023 
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